
Boyertown Area School District 

Curriculum Committee 

January 13, 2014 

Minutes 

 

Dr. Christman, Curriculum Committee Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm in the 

Education Center Board room.  

 

Board members in attendance:  Dr. Christman, Mrs. Dennin, Mr. Elsier, Mrs. Hartford, Mr. 

Landino, Ms. Neiman, Mr. Stengel, and Mrs. Usavage 

 

Administration in attendance: Dr. Faidley, Mr. Miller, Mrs. Woodard, Mr. Ruppert, Mr. 

Scoboria, Mr. Major, Mr. Szablowski, and Mr. Katch 

 

BASD Staff in Attendance:  8 

 

Members of the Public: 1 

 

Everyone recited the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence. 

 

The minutes from the November 19, 2013 meeting were accepted. 

 

Public Comment  

There were no public comments. 

 

Presentation and Discussion 

 

Dr. Christman began by welcoming everyone and introduced Mrs. Woodard.   

Mrs. Woodard began by setting the stage for the multimedia presentation that she would be 

leading involving all of the members of the Office of Teaching and Learning. 

 

To begin, Mrs. Woodard introduced Mrs. Hester who explained that the evening’s presentation 

would be done using an app on the iPads.  Mrs. Hester walked the board members through the 

process of launching the app and logging into NearPod. 

 

Mrs. Woodard introduced the presenters starting with the lead teachers Mrs. Hester, Mr. Jordan, 

Mr. Bliss, Dr. Sara Obarow, Mrs. Lucie Bergeyova, as well as the instructional coach Mrs. Dana 

Kramaroff and Mr. Scott Major, the IT Director for the district. 

 

Mrs. Woodard reviewed the importance of the work done by the Office of Teaching and 

Learning.  She discussed the highlights of the newly approved Chapter 4 revisions as well as the 

BASD comprehensive plan goals. 

 

Mr. Landino asked when students are taking the Keystone assessments.  Mrs. Woodard 

explained that these are end of course assessments.  Additionally, she explained that they can 

retake the assessment as needed and even engage in a project based option. 



 

Mr. Landino asked if we have any mechanism to monitor our effectiveness in preparing students 

for college and careers.  He specifically asked if we have been interviewing colleges and past 

students.  Mrs. Woodard shared that we had conducted a similar interview a few years ago and 

while she was not in her current position she knows that there was difficulty getting a strong 

survey result.  Additionally, Mrs. Usavage also shared that the data was used to develop the 

Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Mrs. Woodard next shared some highlights related to the cyber courses that have been 

developed. 

 

Mr. Landino asked if the cyber courses are self-paced.  Mrs. Woodard explained that they do run 

very similarly to the brick- and-mortar courses. 

 

Mrs. Woodard next introduced Mr. Michael Jordan, the Fine Arts Lead Teacher for the district.  

Mr. Jordan shared some of the highlights of the work being done in both the art and music 

departments.  The highlights included summer camps, work with iPads, the BASH performing 

Arts Tour of 2015 (Czech Republic and Austria), NAMM Best Communities for Music 2013, 

upcoming musical performances and the department’s use of Smart Music. 

 

Mr. Stengel asked if the high school drama club is still in existence and if they are still doing 

performances.  Mr. Jordan shared that the drama club does not fall under his responsibility but he 

does believe it is still in existence. 

 

During Mr. Jordan’s demonstration of Smart Music he was asked if the kids more engaged 

because of Smart Music.  Mr. Jordan explained that yes, especially for those who are using the 

program at home. 

 

Mr. Elsier thanked Mr. Jordan and shared that this is great example of technology integration. 

 

Mrs. Bergeyova, the Lead Teacher for Family and Consumer Science and Health and PE, was 

next to speak and reviewed with the committee some of the work being done by the FCS and 

Health and PE department.  She specifically discussed the grade level proficiencies and 

assessments as well as cross curricular integrations.   

 

Mrs. Woodard next shared some of the work being done in the English Department as well as the 

Social Studies Department.  Specifically she spoke about the implications of the Common Core 

standards on both of these departments as well as increasing rigor in both of these departments.   

 

Mrs. Dennin asked if we already had a 10
th

 grade honors course.  Mrs. Woodard shared that we 

have had it in the past but that we have increased the rigor and significantly increased the reading 

and writing being done in this course. 

 

Mrs. Dennin asked if we are beginning to move in the direction of not needing to print all work 

to be handed in.  Mrs. Woodard shared that we are certainly moving in that direction.  She also 

shared a specific example from a 6
th

 grade classroom. 



 

Mr. Elsier asked for a little additional information about Google docs which Mrs. Hester 

answered by sharing how Google docs is being used. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Woodard highlighted the development of a 10
th

 grade civics and Government 

course for the future to meet the upcoming Keystone exam requirements.   

 

Mr. Bliss, the Lead Teacher for Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics Education, 

next spoke about his work with the STEM courses and how he is working to develop the idea of 

a STEM academy.  He shared a specific example of how the science and technology education 

departments are collaborating to ensure they are covering the science standards.   

 

Mr. Landino shared that he appreciates the way the courses in STEM are being blended.  He 

asked specifically if there are professional development needs of the departments to better blend 

their courses.  Mr. Bliss shared absolutely, he explained that we are just starting and will 

continue to learn and offer professional development.  Mrs. Woodard also interjected that there 

are certainly PD needs, listing the biotechnology field as being one such example. 

 

Mrs. Woodard continued some of the math discussion by sharing some math course sequence 

revisions.  She shared that there were some name changes due to NCAA requirements.  

Additionally, she shared some of the timelines related to when the Algebra I Keystone is being 

administered.   

 

Mrs. Dennin asked for a little additional explanation related to the Algebra courses and their 

names.  Mrs. Woodard and Mr. Miller explained the titles for this year and what those same 

courses will be titled next year. 

 

Mrs. Woodard also shared the elimination of the course Algebra I Secondary Concepts due to 

increased rigor and content in the feeding courses. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Woodard shared how we also reintroduced the ability to take two math courses 

simultaneously to ensure math opportunities. 

 

Dr. Obarow, the Elementary Lead Teacher, discussed her work to begin implementing the 

Common Core standards and how we are progressing in both Language Arts and Mathematics.  

Mrs. Kramaroff next shared how she is supporting the elementary teachers in the implementation 

of the curriculum and providing the best instruction they can.  She specifically highlighted the 

work she does with new teachers as well as her work with cohort grade level groups throughout 

the district.  She also shared work she is doing with teachers to support the district’s technology 

initiatives.  Mrs. Hester went on to share an example that she has been working with Dr. Obarow 

and Mrs. Kramaroff have been working on with 2
nd

 grade teachers.  The example was a retelling 

of a fable done using the iPads. 

 

Mrs. Hester next discussed her work as the K-12 Technology Integrator in the district.  She 

shared the work she is doing daily to support teachers and the districts initiatives in technology.   

 



Mrs. Hester also shared the changes that have been proposed within the Business Education 

department.  She presented new courses that the department will be offering.  The new courses 

include The Office, App Development, QuickBooks Certification and Expert Word and Excel 

Certification Courses. 

She also shared that they are updating some of their current courses to help make them more 

appealing and relevant for students. 

 

 

Finally, Mrs. Hester shared the work of the Library Sciences department. Like the others they are 

working to support the transition to the PA Core Standards.  Additionally, she shared some of the 

work related to e-books as well as Khan Academy.  She also shared a specific example of how 

the e-books can be used by students. 

 

Scott Major next presented some of the work that his department is doing to continue moving the 

district forward in implementing technology instruction throughout the district. 

 

Mr. Major specifically shared how his department is promoting and sustaining an environment 

that supports anytime/anywhere learning.  He also discussed cost savings measures like Follow-

Me Printing that is being implemented district wide.   

 

Mr. Major next discussed a plan to implement a 1 to 1 program starting with next year’s 10
th

 

grade class.  This program is the first step in moving to a fully 1 to 1 high school. 

 

Mrs. Dennin asked if this would provide all of the students with their own computers.  Mr. Major 

did confirm that each 10
th

 grade student would have their own computer supplied by the district. 

 

Mrs. Woodard interjected some of the advantages in moving to a 1 to 1 environment.  

 

Dr. Christman asked if laptops are the best choice due to the fact that he is seeing more mobile 

technology at the college level.  Mr. Major shared some of the results of BYOT and that we are 

not seeing students bringing in much of their personal technology. 

 

Ms. Neiman asked if we will incur a cost due to lost or broken devices.  Mr. Major shared that 

we are looking at an insurance cost for parents that would allow us to self-insure.  Ms. Neiman 

went on to say that there will be families who may not have the money. 

 

Mr. Stengel shared that if a student loses a book, he is responsible for paying, likewise if a 

student loses a computer, he would need to cover costs related to the loss.   

 

Mrs. Usavage thanked the group for all of the work that is being done in this area. 

 

Dr. Christman asked the committee to allow the secondary principals to post the program of 

study on the website.  Dr. Faidley asserted that we would place it on the website with a 

disclaimer that the course of study is pending final approval.  The group supported the decision. 

 



Dr. Faidley also thanked all of the presenters for their wonderful work.  Dr. Faidley went on to 

explain that all of the work being done shows the progressive education that we are providing 

here in Boyertown Area School District.   

 
Mrs. Woodard next introduced Mr. Scoboria who presented to the committee the proposed 2014-

2015 BASD calendar.  He highlighted that the calendar meets all of the PDE requirements and 

provides for a 183 student day calendar.  Mr. Scoboria went on to share that this proposed calendar 

has four additional early dismissal days for us to provide additional professional development.  He 

also shared that this calendar does provide a better match to the BCTC calendar.  He also shared that 

we would like to seek formal approval at the January 28th meeting. 

 

Mr. Stengel suggested the need to improve the quality of education by increasing the number of 

instructional days.  He would like us to shorten the summer vacation.  He went on to share the 

simplest way to increase the quality of our education is to increase the number of instructional days.  

Specifically he suggested that we add an additional 3 weeks in the school year and spread the breaks 

throughout the year.  He would like to have a discussion on this. 

 

The board supported putting the calendar on the agenda. 

 

Committee Comment: 

No comments 

  

Public Comment 

There were no public comments 

 

Announcements 

 
January 14, 2014 Board of School Directors, Education Center -  

Board Room, 7:00 p.m.  

January 28, 2014 Board of School Directors, Junior High West -  

Cafeteria, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Dr. Christman adjourned the meeting at 10:57 pm. 

 

 


